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For UK Medical Media Only 
 
SAGE Awards, a national awards programme to recognise 
excellence in gastroenterology, is now accepting entries for 2015  
 
Basingstoke, United Kingdom, 9th January 2015 – The SAGE Awards – Shire Awards for 

Gastrointestinal Excellence, is now accepting entries for the 2015 Awards.  This is the 5th year of the 

awards, which are supported by Shire and are designed to allow individual healthcare professionals, 

units and healthcare networks in gastrointestinal (GI) care to be recognised for innovative work, share 

best practice and raise standards of patient care.  Three awards will be made in the form of financial 

grants to the amount of £10,000, £5,000 and £3,000, for use towards furthering the development of the 

winning projects. 

 

Applications must be consultant led and will be accepted from all professional groups working in GI 

care, including patient representative groups working in collaboration with clinical teams.  Collaborative 

projects bringing together professionals from two or more health board areas or across specialities, 

disciplines or sectors are also welcomed. 

 

The awards judging panel will oversee the evaluation, assessment and awarding of the SAGE Awards 

and will be looking for entries that show innovation in the field of GI care and a significant improvement 

in patient care.  The judging panel’s assessment of entries, selection of evaluation criteria, meetings, 

deliberations and decisions are entirely independent of Shire. 

 

The closing date for initial registration of interest is Monday 16th February 2015.  Entry packs and 

further information can be obtained from the Awards secretariat by emailing moffer@jangocom.com.   

 

 - Ends - 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information please contact: 
SAGE Awards:  
 

Rebeca Thomas 

Mystique Offer 
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Notes to editors 
 
SAGE Awards 
 
The SAGE Awards are a UK awards programme, now running for the 5th year.  The Awards which 
are designed to allow units, teams, networks and consultants working across all areas of GI care to 
be recognised for their innovative work.   
 
Entries should show innovation in the field of GI Care and significantly improve patient care. The 
scheme has also been designed to share best practice and raise standards of GI Care in the UK. 
 
The 2015 Awards panel consists of the Chairman of the SAGE Awards - Dr Tom Smith, Chief 
Executive, British Society Gastroenterology, Chair of CORE Charity, and representatives from the 
2014 winning projects - Dr Matt Johnson, Consultant Gastroenterologist, The Luton & Dunstable 
University Hospital, Professor Alan Lobo, Consultant Physician & Gastroenterologist, Royal 
Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield, Dr Stuart McPherson, Consultant Hepatologist, Freeman Hospital, 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 
 
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Shire enables people with life-altering conditions to lead better lives. 
 
Our strategy is to focus on developing and marketing innovative specialty medicines to meet 
significant unmet patient needs. 
 
We focus on providing treatments in Rare Diseases, Neuroscience, Gastrointestinal, and Internal 
Medicine and we are developing treatments for symptomatic conditions treated by specialist 
physicians in other targeted therapeutic areas, such as Ophthalmics. 
 
www.shire.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dhibbett@shire.com
http://www.shire.com/


 
Registered in Jersey, No. 99854, 22 Grenville Street, St Helier, Jersey JE4 8PX 
 
UK/C-ANPROM/GBU/14/0045e  Date of preparation  December 2014 
   3 

 
THE “SAFE HARBOR” STATEMENT UNDER THE PRIVATE SECURITIES LITIGATION REFORM 
ACT OF 1995  
 
Statements included herein that are not historical facts are forward-looking statements. Such 
forward-looking statements involve a number of risks and uncertainties and are subject to change at 
any time. In the event such risks or uncertainties materialize, Shire’s results could be materially 
adversely affected. The risks and uncertainties include, but are not limited to, that: 
 

• Shire’s products may not be a commercial success; 

• revenues from ADDERALL XR are subject to generic erosion and revenues from INTUNIV 
became subject to generic competition starting in December 2014; 

• the failure to obtain and maintain reimbursement, or an adequate level of reimbursement, by 
third-party payors in a timely manner for Shire's products may impact future revenues, 
financial condition and results of operations; 

• Shire conducts its own manufacturing operations for certain of its products and is reliant on 
third party contract manufacturers to manufacture other products and to provide goods and 
services. Some of Shire’s products or ingredients are only available from a single approved 
source for manufacture. Any disruption to the supply chain for any of Shire’s products may 
result in Shire being unable to continue marketing or developing a product or may result in 
Shire being unable to do so on a commercially viable basis for some period of time; 

• the development, approval and manufacturing of Shire’s products is subject to extensive 
oversight by various regulatory agencies. Submission of an application for regulatory 
approval of any of our product candidates, such as our planned submission of a New Drug 
Application to the FDA for Lifitegrast, may be delayed for any number of reasons and, once 
submitted, may be subjected to lengthy review and ultimately rejected. Moreover, regulatory 
approvals or interventions associated with changes to manufacturing sites, ingredients or 
manufacturing processes could lead to significant delays, increase in operating costs, lost 
product sales, an interruption of research activities or the delay of new product launches; 

• the actions of certain customers could affect Shire's ability to sell or market products 
profitably. Fluctuations in buying or distribution patterns by such customers can adversely 
impact Shire’s revenues, financial condition or results of operations; 

• investigations or enforcement action by regulatory authorities or law enforcement agencies 
relating to Shire’s activities in the highly regulated markets in which it operates may result in 
significant legal costs and the payment of substantial compensation or fines; 

• adverse outcomes in legal matters and other disputes, including Shire’s ability to enforce and 
defend patents and other intellectual property rights required for its business, could have a 
material adverse effect on Shire’s revenues, financial condition or results of operations; 

• Shire faces intense competition for highly qualified personnel from other companies, 
academic institutions, government entities and other organizations. Shire is undergoing a 
corporate reorganization and the consequent uncertainty could adversely impact Shire’s 
ability to attract and/or retain the highly skilled personnel needed for Shire to meet its 
strategic objectives; 

• failure to achieve Shire’s strategic objectives with respect to the acquisition of ViroPharma 
Incorporated may adversely affect Shire’s financial condition and results of operations; 

 
and other risks and uncertainties detailed from time to time in Shire’s filings with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, including those risks outlined in “Item 1A: Risk Factors” in Shire’s Annual 
Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2013.  
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