
Step 1: BMI (body mass index)

If height cannot be measured
Use recently documented or self-reported height (if reliable and realistic).
If the subject does not know or is unable to report their height, use one of the alternative
measurements to estimate height (ulna, knee height or demispan).

If height & weight cannot be obtained
Use mid upper arm circumference (MUAC) measurement to estimate BMI category.

Step 2: Recent unplanned weight loss

If recent weight loss cannot be calculated, use self-reported weight loss (if reliable and realistic).

Subjective criteria

If height, weight or BMI cannot be obtained, the following criteria which relate to them can assist your
professional judgement of the subject’s nutritional risk category. Please note, use of these criteria is
not designed to assign a score.

1. BMI
Clinical impression – thin, acceptable weight, overweight. Obvious wasting (very thin) and obesity
(very overweight) can also be noted.

2. Unplanned weight loss
Clothes and/or jewellery have become loose fitting (weight loss).
History of decreased food intake, reduced appetite or swallowing problems over 3-6 months and
underlying disease or psycho-social/physical disabilities likely to cause weight loss.

3. Acute disease effect
No nutritional intake or likelihood of no intake for more than 5 days.

Further details on taking alternative measurements, special circumstances and subjective criteria can
be found in The ‘MUST’ Explanatory Booklet. A copy can be downloaded at www.bapen.org.uk or
purchased from the BAPEN office. The full evidence-base for ‘MUST’ is contained in The ‘MUST’ Report
and is also available for purchase from the BAPEN office.
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