
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
Ruth May, CNO England 
 
Dear Ruth,  
 
Thank you for your assistance and intervention just before Christmas. It led to a response from the 
Chair of the High Risk AGP Panel on the evening of the 23rd December, together with online posting 
of some minutes but not the most recent. Prof J Riley, the Chair, indicated that the report was with 
the publishers prior to being posted in the week commencing 4th January, 2021. As of Thursday 7th 
January, I have heard from the administrator of that panel that there is no definite date for 
publication yet. 
 
I am sure you will agree with us that the present situation with Covid and its new variant is cause for 
great concern. With more than 30,000 in-patients with Covid in the UK and nursing, medical, and 
AHPs stretched to breaking point or beyond, it is essential that all possible measures to prevent 
nosocomial transmission to staff are implemented. The current guidance from PHE is clearly not fit 
for purpose and is not working. Too many nurses, speech and language therapists, dietitians, 
physios, paramedics and doctors involved in procedures outside Critical Care Units and within three 
feet of a patient have been infected with Covid and are often unable to return quickly due to long 
Covid. 
 
As you know, BAPEN, and then the AGP Alliance, have been trying since April to extract a useful 
response from PHE and government leaders on the status of NGT placement, swallowing 
assessments, chest physiotherapy and other procedures, all of which are performed across 
professional boundaries. We have now been joined by FreshAirNHS whose aims are closely aligned 



to those of the Alliance. We have still had no indication of the outcome of the High Risk Panel’s 
deliberations despite your best efforts on our behalf before Christmas.  
 
May we again ask you to intervene on our behalf, perhaps in conjunction with Suzanne Rastrick and 
your opposite numbers in the devolved nations? Perhaps a statement to the effect that the impact 
of the new variant of Covid makes it all the more important that most effective PPE is used by all 
HCPs by interpreting the current guidelines flexibly and in response to risk assessment with regard to 
airborne transmission for each procedure?  
 
Such a statement would not require the current guidance to be changed but would give Trusts and 
Health Boards the flexibility to interpret the guidance locally as being the bare minimum level and 
not the absolute ceiling for PPE. This would reflect the practice in many Trusts already - for example 
Cambridge, Southampton, Plymouth, Exeter, Stoke Mandeville (Bucks), East Kent and others. The 
disparity in PPE with which procedures are conducted in critical care compared to more general 
ward areas is putting HCPs at great risk and causing enormous anxiety and anger. It is especially 
confusing for HCPs that guidance from their own professional bodies is being disregarded in favour 
of that from PHE. 
 
The following DHSC quotations from a BMJ article this week are clearly misleading in view of the 
abject failure of the AGP Panel to publish a single recommendation since its inception in May 2020!  
Covid-19: Doctors and nurses demand better PPE for wider range of procedures | The BMJ 
 

“A Department of Health and Social Care spokesperson commented, “The safety of NHS 
and social care staff has always been our top priority, and we continue to work 
tirelessly to deliver PPE to protect those on the front line”. 

“UK guidance on the safest levels of PPE is written by experts and agreed by all four 
chief medical officers. The guidance is kept under constant review based on the latest 
evidence and data”. 

Waiting for the panel’s review of the evidence base is no longer an option. The crisis in hospital 
staffing must be reduced by all possible means as a matter of urgency. We implore you to take up 
this matter once more in conjunction with your colleague Suzanne Rastrick to reassure all HCPs that 
their safety is indeed a top priority. 

With kind regards, 

Barry  

Dr Barry Jones, Chair AGP Alliance 
BAPEN/RCSLT/BDA/CSP/NNNG/BSG/BASP/College of 
Paramedics/FreshAirNHS/Unite/Unison/GMB/HCSA 
 
Cc Suzanne Rastrick  
 
8th January, 2021 

https://www.bmj.com/content/372/bmj.n30

