Travel Grant Procedure V2

BAPEN Conference Travel Grants

1.

Summary

BAPEN proposes the introduction of travel grants to support new members, particularly
students and first-time abstract submitters, in attending the annual conference to present their
work. The grants aim to alleviate financial barriers and foster greater participation and
inclusivity.

Background/Problem Statement

Attending conferences can be financially challenging, especially for students or members
presenting their first abstract. These barriers may discourage participation and limit the
dissemination of valuable research. To address this issue, BAPEN seeks to provide financial
assistance to eligible members.

Objectives and Goals

Increase access to the BAPEN annual conference for students and first-time abstract
presenters.

Encourage the submission of high-quality abstracts by supporting members financially.
Enhance inclusivity and representation in the conference.

Proposed Scheme

The creation of travel grants of up to £250 per eligible applicant to cover travel and
accommodation expenses for members with abstracts accepted for presentation at BAPEN
conference.

Eligible applicants:

- Must be a member of BAPEN

- Students (undergraduate or postgraduate — can be full or part time)
* must be the 1t author on the abstract

- Or 1sttime abstract author (post qualification)
* must be the 1t author on the abstract

- Only 1 applicant per abstract.

- Co-authors will not be eligible.

Applicants will submit their claims through BAPEN'’s existing reimbursement platform.
https://www.bapen.org.uk/claim-form-for-reimbursement-of-expenses

Benefits and Value

Academic Impact: Support for early-career researchers enhances academic and
professional development.

Inclusivity: Greater diversity of participants enriches the conference experience.
Organisational Growth: Increased engagement strengthens member loyalty and promotes
long-term growth.

Financial Details

Estimated Budget: Funding for grants to be allocated annually, with a cap on individual claims
at £250.

Potential Impact: Enhanced conference attendance and abstract submissions without
significant strain on existing budgets.
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7. Risks and Mitigation
¢ Risk: Demand for travel grants exceeding budget allocation.
e Mitigation: Introduce clear criteria.

8. Implementation Plan

o Publish detailed eligibility criteria and application process.

e Ensure a straightforward reimbursement mechanism via the BAPEN expense claim form.
e Promote the grants through targeted communication to members and students.

9. Conclusion and Recommendations
Introducing travel grants aligns with BAPEN'’s mission to support its members and advance
nutritional education and research. We recommend immediate approval and implementation
to ensure grants are available for the upcoming conference cycle.

10. Judging Criteria
Grants will be allocated based on Abstract score criteria in the 2 categories (see point 4
Eligible applicants) In the event of being oversubscribed, it will be the top scoring abstracts
awarded funding.
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